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A p u b l i c a t i o n  of the B r i t i s h  Admiralty records  a cur ious  method of de- 

s c r i b i n g  the seasonal  succession of weather events  employed i n  Timor h u t ,  o r  

Tanimbar, a group cf i s l ands  i n  the Malay Archipelago. The i s l ands  l i e  i n  the 

monsoon reg ion ,  and the west monsoon begins with r a i n  and a l i t t l e  Find betyeen the 

end of Ncnrerrber and the end of Deceriber. Early i n  January the me:-t monsoon s e t s  

i n  b r i sk ly .  This i s  the llsmall bread-f ru i t  wind," and i s  s a i d  to  last f o r  14 days. 

A period of calms, with much r a i n ,  a t  the end of January i s  c a l l e d  the 

 small aarthForm.11 I n  e a r l y  February come renewed s t r o n g  west winds, knom as the 

"grea t  bread- f ru i t  winds." The "big earthworm,I1 another  per iod of calms and r a i n ,  

i s  due a t  the  end of February. A calm per iod ,  wi th  l i t t l e  r a i n ,  known as the 

"dividing earthworm,ll comes a t  the end of Uarch and the beginning of Apr i l  between 

the west and east monsoons. 

The e a s t  monsoon i s  i n  f u l l  fo rce  i n  June, whence t h i s  month i s  ca l l ed  

the l f t rua  of  the e a s t  monsoon.11 I n  J u l y  the same ruoiisoon s t i l l  blows s t ead i ly ,  and 

as the toriem t r e e  i s  then i n  flower i t  is known as the "toriem wind.'' I n  August 

and September the e a s t  wind i s  s t i l l  s t rong ,  bu t  the r a i n  holds  off, and t h i s  Season 

is sa id  to be Ifthe beginning of sun-time.tl October and November a r e  the Iltrunk of 

sun;merll; a 'beaut i fu l  season of calm, sunny weather. This per iod i s  also c a l l e d  the 

Ifmorning-ebb suntime,!' as s t rong  ebb t i d e s  then leave  the shore and r e e f s  d ry  a t  

dawn . 
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