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NAUTICAL BUTI-LER OUCLES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

I n  r e a l  l i f e  the skill of the o l d  sailor o r  fisherman i n  pred ic t in$  the 

weather i s  probably never a l l  t h a t  i t  is cracked up t o  be. 

these oracles w i l l  be  subjected t o  a system of cold-blooded comparisons between 

Perhaps some day one of 

p red ic t ions  and meather, such as are & p l i e d  to  the performances of p ro fes s iona l  

f o r e c a s t e r s ,  and h i s  r epu ta t ion  will be severe ly  damaged thereby. The marvelously 

meather-wise mariner is a good deal of a myth, bu t  he is none the l e s s  sp lendid ly  

adapted t o  t he  uses of nove l i s t s ,  A typ ica l  specimen i s  descr ibed i n  Victor  Hu.goJi 

“To i l e r s  of the Sea” as follows: 

1”Be sea-captains“ tab la  was prosided over  by a n  o ld  cap ta in  of a l a rge  

v e s s e l ,  M. Gertrais-Gaboureau. M. Gertrsis-Daboureau could ha rd ly  be regarded as a 

man; he was r a t h e r  a l i v i n g  barometer. His long l i f e  a t  sea had given him a sur- 

p r i s i n g  power of prognos t ica t ing  the state of the weather. He seemed t o  i s sue  a 

decree f o r  the weather tomorrow. He sounded the winds and f e l t  the pu l ses  of the 

t i des .  He might be imagined reques t ing  the clouds t o  shorn t h e i r  tongue -- t h a t  is t o  

squall. The ocean vas h i s  p a t i e n t .  He had t rave led  round tlm world like a doctor  

going h i s  rounde, examining every k ind  of c l imate  i n  i t s  good and bad condition. He 

mas profoundly versed i n  the pathology of the seasons. Sometimes he would be heard 

de l ive r ing  himself i n  t h i s  fashion: ‘!Ihe barometer descended i n  1796 to  throe degrees 

below tempest po in t .  
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