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By Charles Fitzhugh Talraan, 
Authori ty  on ble teorology. 

m e  o r i g i n  of the term "Indian sumtuer" has been var ious ly  explained. n e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s p e l l  of mild,  hazy weather i n  autumn i s  sa id  t o  have been thus named 

because : 

I t  mas a f a v o r i t e  hunt ing season wi th  the redskins.  

I t  vras a time p rop i t ious  f o r  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on the whi tes ,  who were exempt 

I t  was the season f o r  harves t ing  Indian  corn. 

The srnokiness of the air  was a t t r i b u t e d  to  f i r e s  s e t  by the Indians. 

The smoke was s a i d  by the Indians t o  come from the pipe of t h e i r  god 

Nanibozhu (o r  Manibozho, e tc.  

Tho p leasan t  weather,  l i a b l e  t o  chanqe v i t h o u t  warning, w a s  regarded as 

shar ing  the Indians!  proverb ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t reachery and dece i t fu lness .  

fieri the e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s  thought t h a t  min ter  had come to  s t a y ,  the Iililians 

to ld  them t o  expect a s p e l l  of mild meather, which, when i t  a r r i v e d ,  vas  accordingly 

c a l l e d  Ifthe Indian sumer .  I t  

Travelers  s a w  i n  i t  some resemblance to  the fine-weather Seasoil O f  B r i t i s h  

1nd.ia and the Indian  seas. 

A lvhntreal correspondent,  E.H. Fox. , Zsa. , te l ls  me t h a t  i n  Canadian 
schoolbooks of f i f t y  years  o r  more ago Indian s m e r  was described as a J rovis ion  
of the bencficeii t  P;,anitou f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  improvident copper-hued ch i ldren ,  
t h o  had to  be reruiiided t o  l a y  up su?p l i e s  f o r  the long winter .  They were given a 
f i n a l  warning by "squaw minter , "  which mas followed by a period of  f i ne  weather,  
when a l l  Indians ,  old and young, worked f e v e r i s h l y  t o  ga ther  food before the r e a l  
wintex, began,. 
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