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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

A pres s  d i s9a tch  dated Noveaber 13 s t a t i n g  t h a t  dese r t  winds on t h a t  day 

sen t  the tenqerature  up t o  110 at Santa Am, near 506 Aiigeles, records one uf the 

,many e x p l o i t s  of 8 ho t  breeze that is notorious in southern Cal i fornia .  The vind 

c a l l e d  the 11Sant.a Bna,11 c0mj.n.: from the d e s e r t s  of the i n t e r i o r ,  blows dowil the 

v a l l e y  of the Santa Ana R i v e r ,  but i t  is not  confined t o  that val ley:  much less  to  

the town of Santa Ana,  where the chamber Of commerce once Pro tes ted  a q a i n s t  the use 

of the name by o f f i c i a l  weathermen, as a l i b e l  On the town. 

This wind, which o f t e n  carries i m e n s e  clouds Of dust, blows v i t h  great 

violence through the mountain passe6, such as Cajon and Sari h r g o n i o  Pass, bu t  i t  

a l so  sweeps over the mountain r idges  and i t s  extreme h e a t  and dryness are Probably 

due i n  p a r t  t o  i t s  s t rong  downward movement: i n  o t h e r  words, i t  i s  a Ilfoehnll e f f ec t .  

x man who l i v e d  f o r  some years  a t  Banning, near the mouth of  the San 

Gorgonio Pass ,  plrote of the a n t a  Ana that f t  "causes people to l i e  on the f l o o r  l i k e  

wi l t ed  cabbages. 

and h o t  i s  the air. 

miserable  exis tence.  

a quar t e r  of a day intermission." 

One can t e l l , "  he says,  "that i t  is coming f o r  hours ahead, so dry 

A t  last it  h i t s  the house w i t h  a r o a r ,  and then follow days of 

The longes t  wind on record blew 29 days and n igh t s ,  wi th  only 

These winds do much damge both by t h e i r  s t r eng th  and by t h e i r  dryness;  

they uproot trees , unroof houses,  p i e rce  windowpanes wf  t h  grave l  and r u i n  crops with 

t h e i r  parching breath.  
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