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Authority on h1e teorolo,V. 

Then the idea  of Icee-ping watch of the travels of  weather by means of tole- 

gra?hic  r epor t s  and i s su ing  weather p red ic t ions  accordingly was ner ,  i t  was gree tea 

with g r e a t  enthusiasm. The process  was thought t o  be a good dea l  simpler than i t  

has s ince  turned out  t o  be. llnus people expected t o  be informed of the exac t  hour 

when any weather even t ,  occurr ing somewhere t o  the westward, would reach their  own 

l o c a l i  t i e  s. 

I n  1869 the e a r l i e s t  American experimerlts i n  forecas t ing  from synoptic 

c h a r t s  had jus t  been undertaken by Cleveland Abbe a t  C i n c i n m t i ,  and a t  Central  park 

Observatory a te legraphic  instrument had been i n s t a l l e d  with a view to the p ro jec t ,  

made superfluous the following year  by the establishment Of a Federal weather s e p  

v i c e ,  of embarking on a similar en te rp r i se .  

I n  that year  a writer i n  Harper's Monthly, af ter  d i l a t i n g  on the proposed 

f o r e c a s t s ,  pointed out t h a t  one of t h e i r  b e n e f i t s  would be t o  make talk about the 

Feather  mare in te res t ing!  He says: 

llgy common consent ,  among a l l  c i v i l i z e d  people,  the state O f  the Feather  
i s  one of the primary to2 ic s  of  conversation. 
t h i s  the ?reference,  because he knows that though on many o ther  2o in t s  they may enter-  
t a i n  d i f f e m n c e s  of opinion,  on t h i s  they w i l l  be p r e t t y  sure t o  agree. 
between them m i l l  ha rd ly  arise as t o  whether i t  i s  ra fn ing ,  whether i t  i s  ho t ,  o r  
whether i t  i s  cold. 
l a rged ,  and how much would the pleasure of f t  be increased,  if they could mutually 
Congratulate each o the r  that tomorrow morning the weather would be good f o r  ska t ing ,  
o r  that the prosent  ra in  would cease a t  two o 'c lock ,  and that t h e i r  fami l ies  might 
j o i n  a t  three f o r  a p leasant  excursion t o  the Central  Park, b u t  that they must be 
back a t  s ix ,  as the thunder-stom a t  present  occurring a t  Buffalo would a r r i v e  i n  
New York a t  that hour.11 

A person meeting h i s  f r i end  Sives  to 

A disgute  

Horn much would the s?here of t h i s  s t y l e  of conversation bti en- 
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