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By Charles Fitehugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Sinall whirlwinds take a v a r i e t y  of shapes. Some of them form columns of 

Others are made v i s i b l e  by blowing a l o f t  dead leaves,  b i t s  of 

The waterspout i s  a whirlwind made v i s i b l e  

dus t ,  sand. 01- snow. 

Paper and other  miscellaneous objects.  

by elcud and spmy. 

Of S i r  D o q l a s  Mawsonfs a n t a r c t i c  expedition of 1911-14 gave the name llwhirliesll to 

Last ly ,  a good many whirlwinds are invis ible .  !be explorers 

the very v io len t  small whirlwinds they observed i n  Adelie Land. Mawson says of 

them, i n  “The Home of  the Blizzardll: 

ltThe whir l ies  tracked about i n  a most irregular manner and woe betide any 

l i g h t  object which came i n  t h e i r  path, The veloci ty  Of the wind i n  the rotat ing 

column being very grea t ,  a corresponding l i f t i n g  power was imparted t o  it ,  As an 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  of  t h i s  force i t  may be mentioned that the l i d  of the air  t rac tor  case 

had been l e f t  lying on the snow near the Hut. I t  weighed more than three hundred- 

weight, ye t  i t  was whisked into the air one morning and. dropped 50 yards away* An 

hour afterward i t  was picked up again and returned t o  i t s  or ig ina l  posi t ion,  t h i s  

t h e  s t r i k i n g  the rocks with such force that p a r t  of i t  v a s  shivered t o  pieces. 

The radius of a c t i v i t y  of these whi r l ies  was s t r i c t l y  limited; objects i n  t h e i r  path 

Only being disturbed. For instance, b e e r o n  one day w a s  skinning a t  one end Of a 

s e a l  and remined i n  per fec t  Oalm, while McClean, a t  the other  extremity, was 011 the 

edge Of a furious vortex. Traveling over the sea the whir l ies  displayed fresh 

Capabili t ies.  

seen l i f t e d  to  heights of from 200 t o  400 f e e t ,  simulating vaterspoute.ll 

Columns of braeh-ice, frozen spray and water vapor were f reguel t ly  
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