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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Nil: teorologically spakine;,  the flold-fashioned winter" is a myth. In  the 

Ion,? run, d e w i t e  a ce r t a in  tendency of cold and mild winters t o  come i n  bunches, 

Winters do not change from generation to generation. 

s t r ik ing  clmnp has occurred i n  the winter environment of the average civil ized. 

huinan being, and i n  t h i s  sense the term Ilold-fashioned winter" describes a s t a t e  of 

On the other hand, a r e a l  Rnd 

affair8 be1on:yin.g t o  the pas t  ra ther  than the present. 

A r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  and heat ,  both superior to  nature 's  because they can be 

graduated and 6.istributed a t  w i l l ,  have, along with the various other  agencies of  

lrlodcrn c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  transforsed winter from tho P;loomiest and most disagreeable 

season of t he  year i n t o  the gayest and niost comfortable. The extent of this  trans- 

formation i s  no t  always real ized today, but  ve get sorile conception of i t  vhenwe 

examine the art and l i t e r a t u r e  of bygone generations. Consider, f o r  example, any 

old-fashioned s e r i e s  of ? ic tures  representing the four  seasons, such as those of 

'vatteau, now often seen i n  reproduction. The picture  of winter usually emphasizes 
its miseries;  those of spring and summer, t h e i r  joys. The typical  fee l ing  of the 
.We ts  un the same subject  a r e  expressed i n  Thoason's lfSeasilia,ll the fow sections of 
which begin as follows: 

IICome gentle spring, e thereal mildness, come: 
And from Uhe bosom of yon dropping cloud, 
l h i l e  music wakes around , veil f d  in g shower 
of elhadowing roses ,  on our  p la ins  descend." 

"From brightening f i e l d s  of e the r  fa i r -disclos  Id, 
Child o f  the sun, refulgent summer comes, 
I n  pride of  youth11 

IICrownld with the s i ck le  and the wheaten sheaf,  
Xhile autumn nodding o 'e r  the ye3lon p la in  
Comes jov ia l  onll 

"See, winter comes, t o  rule  the varied year,  
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Sullen and sad. 
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