
-----___ 
A, Science Service mature  

Released ugon rece ip t  
but intended f o r  U R ~  I- December 12, 1933 1 WHY TI54 WdATHdR ? Mailed December 5, 1933 

_. . - t --/------ - 

By Charles Fitzhugh TRlman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

me icy deposits known t o  weathermen as Itrimef1 occur only i n  foggy weather. 

%e mater droplets  of a fog  may remain l iquid a t  a temperature well  below the freez- 

ing point ,  but when such lfsub-cooledtl drops d r i f t  against  an obstacle they change 

t o  ice. 

roundish lumps of ice. 

Large drops may spread more o r  less before freezing and thus form i r regular  

Smaller drops a re  more l i k e l y  to freeze in s t an t ly  i n  the 

form of icy grains. 

From the humid air  associated with fog there iS Usually a l s o  deposited on 

the windward s ides  of exposed objects  more o r  less  i c e  formd by the d i r e c t  coildensa- 

de f in i t e ly  c rys t a l l i ne  and often feathery i n  appearance, may be mixed with that 

formed by the freezing of water, but i n  some Cases i t  const i tutes  the greater  of 

the rime deposit. 

hormous  accumulations of  rime a re  seen on mountain tops i n  winter,  en- 

crust ing buildin+;s, t rees ,  telegraph poles and other  upright objects  exposed t o  

d r i f t i n g  fogs and clouds. I t  forms chief ly  on the edges, j o in t s  and corners of 

these objects  and hardly a t  a l l  on horizontal  surfaces. The deposit  grows against  

the wind, some times a t  as rapid a r a t e  as two inches an hour. 
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