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THA HORSE LAT1I"UDES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

me regions of calms and var iable  minds coincidin,g v i t h  the broken b e l t s  

of h izh baroinetric presoure lyin,: on the poleward borders o f  the trade-wiild b e l t s ,  

in Subtro?ical l a t i t u d e s ,  we- ca l led  by Iflaury the tfcalms of Cancert1 and the flcalms 

Of Capricorn"; the former name applyfng to  the northern hemiqhere,  the l a t t e r  t o  

the southern. An older  name f o r  these regions,  a l so  used by Naury, i s  "horse 

A good inany writers, however, apply the l a t t e r  name OnlY'tO the port ion 

Of the northern b e l t  that lies over the Atlant ic  Ocean, o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  to 

the Portion near Bermuda. 

The most familiar explanation of the name flhorse l a t i t u d e s "  is that, i n  

the old s a i l i n 2  days, vessels  laden with horses vere of ten  becalmed here 6 0  10% 

the animals had t o  be thrown overboard: but o ther  explanations ham been 

offered, iilclud ing the followin,q one : B r i t i s h  sailors foimerly received a month's 

say before leaving por t  and t h i s  had to be worlced off  during the f irst  month 

a t  Sea* 

s a i l o r s  as the "dead horse11 was hoisted to the end of the fore-yard arm and dipped 

into the sea. 

not - be the r e a l  o r i g i n  of the expression above mentioned. 

To celebrate  the expi ra t ion  of the period an empty tar b a r r e l  lmmn t o  

This often happened i n  the region above mentioned and W Y  - o r  m Y  
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