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D r .  ~ . ~ / . ~ o g e l ,  i n  h i s  Q e l i e f s  and s u p e r s t i t i o n s  of the Pennsylvania 

krmans,Il r eco rds  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e a  t h a t  the day of t he  month o f  the f i rsf  

snowstorm i n d i c a t e s  t h e  number o f  snows that w i l l  Occur d u r i w  the win ter ,  This 

b e l i e f  i s  not p e c u l i a r  t o  the Pennsylvania &rmans. 

la rge  number o fqua in t  b e l i e f s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  the  Old and New Vorlds t o  the gene ra l  

e f f e c t  t h a t  a particular day i n  tho ca l enda r  a f f o r d s  i n  One Way o r  another  a clue t o  

the weather of pe r iods  long subsequent there to .  

weather f o l k l o r e  as Itkey days." 

It i s ,  moreover, one of a 

Such d w s  m e  k n o m  t o s t u d e n t s  of 

m e  key day t r a d i t i o n s  most familiar in America a r e  those re la t i% to st, 

m i t h i n t s  Day  ( j d y  15) and Grouxidhog o r  Candlemas B Y  (Fob. 2)* k c o r d i n g  t o  an 

ancient  European b e l i e f ,  the  twelve d a y s  of  Yule t ido  (Dec. 25 t o  Jan. 5 ) a r e  the 

ksYS to the  weather of  the coming y e a r ,  month by month; i.e. , the weather prevail-. 

in€? o n  each o f  these  days is supposed t o  foreshadow t h a t  o f  a corresponding month. 

Other t r a d i t i o n s  of t h i s  s o r t  m y  be mentioned: 

I I I f  January ca lends  be s m e r l y  g e y ,  
It k i l l  be vrinterly weather t i l l  the ca l ends  o f  May.@ 

"If S t .  P a u l ' s  Day(Jan. 25) be f i n e ,  t he  y e w  w i l l  be the  same.11 

"So maw days o l d  the  m o n  i s  o n  Michaelmas D a y  (Bept. 29 ) ,  GO 
maw f l o o d s  a f t e r , c f  

" I f  the  geese a t  Martinmas (Nov.11) stmid. on i c e ,  t b y  will walk 
in mud at  C h r l s t m a s . ~ ~  
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