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KEY DAYS

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorolqu

Dr. E.M.Fogel, in his "Beliefs and Superstitions of the Pennsylvania
Germans,” records the traditional idea that the day of the month of the first
snowstorm indicates the number of snows that will occur during the winter. This
belief is not peculiar to the Pennsylvania Germans. It is, moreover, one of a
large number of quaint beliefs prevailing in the Old and New Worlds to the general
effect that a particular day in the calendar affords in one way or another a clue to
the weather of periods long subsequent thereto. Such days are known tostudents of
Weather folklore as "key days."

The key day traditions most familiar in america are those relating to St.
SWithin's Day (July 15) and Groundhog or Candlemas Day (Feb, 2). 4according to an
ancient European belief, the twelve days of Yuletide (Dec. 25 to Jan. 5 ) are the
keys to the weather of the coming year, month by month; i.e., the weather prevail-
Ing on each of these days is supposed to foreshadow that of a corresponding month,.

Other traditions of this sort may be mentioned:

"If January calends be summerly gay,
It will be winterly weather till the calends of May .1t

"If St. Paul's Day (Jan. 25) be fine, the year will be the same.™

"So many days old the moon is on Michaelmas Day (Bept. 29 ), 80
many floods after.!

"If the geese at Martinmas (Nov.1l) stand on ice, they will walk
in mud at Christmas."
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