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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The winter  months br ing to the shores of the Gulf of Guinea and t h e i r  

hinter land,  i n  West Africa,  that famous wind the harmattan. I t  blows toward the 

caw$ fw ~thzmj hence its extrema heat  and d r y n w s ,  which would, however, 

be even more intense on the coast  i f  the wind d id  not cross a considerable t r a c t  

Of rank vegetation before a r r i v i n g  therei The hctrmattm has both good and bad 

qualities, as noted i n  the following des&iptionbY A k a n d e r  Pnox: 

"It is a dry  parching breeze, bringing With i t  8 Profusion of impalpable 

dust ,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cover the f&niture i n  the houses, enter ing through every 

Crevice, even coating papers on one's desk, while, by i t s  extreme dryness, i t  curls 
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