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CAT' S- ICE 

By Charles Plitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on ilkteorology, 

How many kinds o f  ice are  there? The proverbial Itfifty-seven varieties11 

'Rould be an  a l together  inadequate statement of t he i r  number. 

do n o t  know by name, though you have ofte,? seen i t ,  i s  nca t t s - i ce , f f  o r  "c6tt-iceorl 

One that  you perhapa 

You 1 - I i l l  f i n d  t h i s  term i n  'rlriglitls huge "English Dialect Dictionary,lf 

'Jrith i l l u s t r a t i o n s  from several  Br i t i sh  d ia lec ts ,  but i t  is  n o t  unknovm i n  m r i c a .  

I t  i s  applied to/thin layer of i ce ,  1Trith a space betlpoei? i t  and the ground beneath. 
a 

A shallow pool  of nrater f reezes  a t  the surface and then the water belov the ice 

soaks i n t o  the ground. A Br i t i sh  vrriter, Charles Tomlinson, S e Y S  O f  it: 

" I t  must frequently have been observed durintz severe treather, i n  country 

lanes, that  the r u t s  and footpr in ts  of animals are  covered with a f i l m  o f  ice ,  which 

the country people name t ca t l s  i ce ,  I probabu from i t s  decei t ful  appearance; f o r  

when the f o o t  is se t  o n  i t ,  it breaks through into a n  empty space below, Cat's i ce  

is formed usually i n  ear ly  cyinter, vhen a frost succeeds a br i sk  shower Of rain, 

Which f i l l s  the r u t s  and footprii l ts  with water; and t h i s ,  becoming coated with ice, 

the porous B o i l  absorbs the Tyater and leaves the ice.'' 

( A l l  r i & t F  reserved by Science service,  Inc,) 

SCIENCE S3RVICE 

"aShington ,D* c. 
21st arid Consti tution AVe, 


