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I A, Science Service Feature 
I I Beleaeed u90n rece ip t  

but intended f o r  use 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Back i n  the year 1784 James Hutton read before the Royal Society of 

that r a i n f a l l  and snowfall a r e  due t o  the mixing of masses of air  having d i f f e ren t  

temperatures and d i f fe ren t  charges of  water vapor, vhich, by the way, i s  now known 

t o  be a much l e s s  common cause than the cooling of moist  air by expansion. In 

t h i s  memoir he r e l a t ed  a n  episode said to have occurred a t  St .  Fetersburg i n  1773, 

In  a crowded assembly the heat  became uncomfortable. A gntleman broke a mindow- 

Pane f o r  re l ief ;  whereupon,,aags Hutton, Itthe cold air rushing i n  formed a v i s ib l e  

circumgiration of a snowy substancell -- a Johnsonese way Of Faying that a miniature 

snowstorm occurred i n  the room. 

This s tory  hns been repeated, with minor var ia t ions ,  by scores of later.;, 

eighteenth century f o r  a case i n  Point7 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIdNCE SdRVIC3 

Washington, D. C. 
21at and Consti tution Ave. 


