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I_ ICE CRYSTAL PIC’PURES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Wlman, 
kuthori  t y  on hle teorology 

I n  the days of our grandfathers there exis ted i n  books a few hundred 

d-rawings of snon c r y s t a l s  and other  kinds of ice  c rys ta l .  Today the total number 

of drawings and photographs ava i lab le  f o r  i n a p c t i o n  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r i e s  

amounts t o  severa l  thousand. 

IBe old drawings varied i n  cruality. The earliest ex tan t ,  published in 

1555 i n  a book by Olaus Magnus, shov us among the forms supposed to  have been 

found among snow c r y s t a l s  such imaginary p a t t e r n s a ~  the crescent,  crown, arrow- 

head, h w n  hand and human eyeJ 

drawn B ~ O W  and i c e  c r y s t a l s ;  b u t  even the b e s t  drawings a r e  USUal lY  too much con- 

vent lomlized.  

On the other  hand many painstaking art ists  have 

They tend to ignore the l i t t l e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  near ly  always seen 

i n  such objecte ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  symmetrical Patterns.  

wonderful work i n  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  America and a now nearly forgot ten photogra7her 

taking similar p i c t u r e s  i n  Russia, The e a r l i e s t  published photographs ap?enred 

i n  Germany i n  1892. 
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