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By Charles Fitzhwh Talman, 
Authority on Me teorology. 

$hen C h a r l e g  Darwin, i n  the course of his farmus voyam around the v;orld, 

Crossed the h d e s  i n  the year 1835, he w a s  much StrpClr by the appearance of some 

of the f i e l d s  of perpetual snow encountered near the summit of the P o r t i l l o  Pass. 

"These frozen msses,II he says i n  h i s  Journal, Ilduring the process of thawin;, ha$, 

i n  some pa r t s  been converted in to  pinnacles o r  columns, which, a6 they were high 

and Close toyether, made i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the cargo mules t o  pass.1' 

Nearly a l l  subseauent t ravelers  i n  the high Andes of Chile and Argentina 

have brought back accounts of 6imilar pinnacled snowfields. The j a g p d  hummocks 
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