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By Char les  F i t  zhugh TaLman, 
Author i ty  o n  I b t e o r o k ~ g y ,  

%me t r a v e l e r  h a s  s a i d  that  the b i g  S made by  the  Grand Canal i n  

crossing Venice s tands  f o r  " s i l f . ?ncd~  (t1silenzj.o" i n  I t a l i a n ) .  The charm of t h a t  

Ci ty  i s  enhanced by the  l a c k  o f  no ise ,  and so i t  i s  Pnith the  charm 

rrlhst in t ense  i s  t h e  s i l e n c e ,  m r  a l l  the  streams a r e  dumb, and the 

great r i v e r  l i e s  l ike  a dead serpent  i n  the  s t r a th .  *** mat blackens on  t h a t  tower 

of snow? 

hunger. 

the  f o l d s  and the  farmyards a r e  f u l l  of l i f e ,  ni1d the  ungathered stragglers are 

safe i n  t h e i r  r e t r e a t s .  

of su f fe r ing ,  i s  not  t h a t  of death. 

the heart ,  t he  repose is be,mtfful,n 

Crows r o o s t i n g  innumerous on a huge t r e e ,  bu t  they caw not i n  t h e i r  

Nei ther  sheep mr c a t t l e  are to be seen  o r  hea rd ,  b u t  they are cared for; 

There has been a deep f a l l ,  and the  s i l e n c e ,  t h w g h  p a r t l y  

m e r e f o r e ,  t o  the bg t rnS t i anpnsaddened  bY 


