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SIFTIiJG SiJOWS 

By Charles  Fi tzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

One of the '1joys.n of w in te r ing  on a l o f t y  mwnta in top  where the winds 

o f t e n  blow wi th  hu r r i cane  f o r c e  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  qobert  s. yonahan's recent  book 

IrlhUnt Washington Reoccupied,ff desc r ib ing  the  exper iences  of the l i t t l e  p a r t y  of 

Teathermen mho have l a t e l y  been keeping v i g i l  on iJel7 England's l o f t i e s t  summit. 

The a u t h o r ' s  j o u r n a l  f o r  a c e r t a i n  Karch day saysr 

"Cqnsiderable d i f f i c u l t y  was experienced i n  keeping the snow o u t  of t he  

observa tory ,  f o r  i t  p e r s i s t e d  i n  s i f t i n g  throu& the  narrowest cracks, e s p e c i a l l y  

those about the door, Upon tu rn ing  ou.t t h i s  moriling we found a heavy mantle of 

Snow upon !@W of ou r  i n t e r i o r  l furn ish ings ,  1 A t h i c k  f e l t  was placed over  t he  

ves t ibu le  en t rance  to  reduce the  fo rce  of the vind-driven snow, b u t  i t  continued 

t o  accumulate i n  A large d r i f t  nnre than a foo t  deep i n s i d e  the  door,  f o r  more 

snow would blow i n  than could be shoveled out ,  Blankets  had to be draped around 

the r ad io  bench and the obse rve r s '  de&," 

Simi la r  experiences were familiar to the obsorvers  who occupied the  

famous observa tory  on Ben Novis, i n  Scot land a gene ra t ion  ago* Thmgh i ts  granite 

walls were 12 f e e t  thick, the llcauld blasts,n laden with powdery snow, d i d  not 

cease to  pene t r a t e  the  i n t e r i o r  u n t i l  a f t e r  the bu i ld ing  w a s  completely blanketed 

i n  the  deep snows of midwinter, 
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