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ROLLdBS AGAIN 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Me teorology 

A clipping reaches me from Belle Center, Ohio, t e l l i ng  o f  a strong wind 

that l a t e l y  ro l led  Ilsnowballs as b ig  as 10-gallon milk cans" i n  that  vicini ty .  The 

ComPariSOn to milk cam i s  more a p t  than the term ~~snowbal ls , l f  because the interest-  

ing formations known as !Isnow rollerg11 are more o r  l e s s  cylindrical:  but they a1-8 

kPnerallY hollowed out a t  the ends, eo that they approximate the shape of a 1aCTY's  

muff. If the ro l l i ng  occurs i n  several  d i rec t ions ,  as m y  happen i n  exceptioiml 

cases, the mass w i l l  be more nearly spherical. 

shaped snow r o l l e r s  was gublished i n  a German journal,  the Meteorologische Bit- 

s c h r i f t ,  i n  October, 1931. 

A photograph of per fec t ly  ball-  

The growth of a snow r o l l e r ,  under the ac t ion  of  the wind i s  no mystery, 

The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  to explain the formation of the i n i t i a l  mass; and not, 
since every schoolboy has ro l led  snowballs f o r  himself i n  snow of the proper Con- 
sistency. 
merely one such mass, but hundreds or  thousands on the l eve l  surface of a SnOwfieId., 
where the r o l l e r s  of ten appear suddenly i n  great  numbers. 
case was described f ive  yeare ago by vb. F. Gibbons, of  State College, Pa., who 
reported i n  a l e t t e r  to  the New York Times: 

How t h i s  happened i n  One 

"In a f i e l d  near my home a s o f t ,  wet snow had f a l l e n  during the morning. 
Later a gust of wind hurled m8sos of snow from the l h b s  of t rees  and from wire 
fencing t o  the ea r th ,  where they were ro l led  by the wind in to  b a l l s  la rger  than a 
man's head. The f i e l d  w a s  l eve l ,  the s o f t  snow having f a l l en  on i cy  masses of older 
snow that had l a i n  during the winter. 
head, o r  a l i t t l e  larger, they seemed to be too b ig  t o  be ro l led  by the force uf the 
wind. 
top Of the la rger  ba l l s ,  which continued t o  r o l l  i n  t he i r  turn i n  a somewhat r e , S l a r  
Path for  several hundred yards u n t i l  the wind seemed t o  have 5pant i t s  force*" 

men  the b a l l s  a t t a ined  the s ize  of a man's 

But before they ceased to  r o l l ,  small new masses of snov were flung from the 
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