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Authority on Meteorology. 

Accurdiiig to the widely accepted hypothesis of Dr .  G.C. Simpson, the e l m -  

t r i f i c a t i o n  of thunderclouds is due t o  the breaking up o f  r a in  drops by the wind; 

eSPeCbl1y by the violent  uprush of a i r  associated with thunderstorms. 

of the e l e c t r i c a l  charge resu l t ing  from t h i s  process depends ugon v a r i - U  circum- 

stances. 

Size of the d r o p  and on the force of the air current. 

The amount 

I t  is grea t ly  affected by the pur i ty  of the water. I t  a l so  depends on the 

S t i l l  another fac tor  is revealed by experiments recent ly  recorded by prof* 

John a l e n y  of Yale University. This physicis t  f inds  that the warmer the drops the 

more readi ly  they break up, and hence the greater the amount of  e l e c t r i c i t y  Pro- 

duced* I t  m y  be a t  l e a s t  three timen as grea t  when the drops are w a r m  as when 

they are cold. 

mua it  appear6 that w a r m  weather i s  responsible i n  two ways f o r  promotinFS 

freouent and intense discharges of lightning. I t  favors the production of the ver t i -  

c a l  air b l a s t s ,  by which the raindrops a r e  disrupted, and i t  warms the rain.  

'iVhich, i f  you think t h i s  s to ry  i s  out  of season, explains w h y  we DON'T 

of ten have thunderstorms i n  winter. 
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