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By Charles ffitzhugh W n a n ,  
Authority on Me teorology. 

The Word tlforecastfl  has been almost monopolized by weathermen ever sin00 

The lexicographers t e l l  US that t h i s  word should be accented 03 the 

second syllable when it is a verb but on the first when it i s  a noun. PrQfessional 

meteorologists, however British as w e l l  as American, symerally accent the first 

syl lable  i n  both cases. This is r e g r e t k b l e ;  f o r  there i s  a certaifi  elegance i n  

accented f i n a l  sy l lab les ,  and a gross inelegance i n  the now rapidly gTOWiW 

American tendency to say ~lBEfore,l~ REport," etc. 

In America a va l ian t  e f f o r t  has been made t o  conform to the analogy of 

the simple word I1castt1 i n  making the p r e t e r i t e  and pas t  p a r t i c i p l e  tlforecastrll In  

Great B r i t a i n  Itforecastedt1 appears to  be the ComOner form, even among meteorolo-' 

g i s t s ,  Both forms a r e  recognized by the Oxford Dictionary. 

( A l l  rights reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCE SSRVICE 

Washington, D. C. 
2 l s t  and Consti tution Ave. 


