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LONDON P U T 1  C U U R  

.- 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A var ie ty  of Madeira wine once special ly  Imported f o r  the LOnclO11 m ~ f c e t  

mas known as IILondon Part icular .  11 

not as that Of a wine but as the humorous appel la t ion of the dense smoke-fozs f o r  

which London i s  world-renowned. D u r i n g  the present winter three o r  f o u r  of these 

fogs have turned day in to  night i n  the metropolis, 

f a r ,  w a s  that of New Year's Par. 

Thanks to  Dickens, t h i s  name is familfar t a b Y ,  

The heaviest of the SeaSon, 60 

Such fogs i n  London are confined to the colder months of the Far ,  W i t h  a 

maximum frequency i n  November. 

Spell  of cold calm weather, with a marked temperature-inversion; i * e r ,  an increaw 

of temperature upward, i n  place of the more usual decrease. The inversion check8 

UPWard movements of a i r ,  so that the fog and smoke are not  diss ipated ver t ica l ly ,  

and the lack of wind prevents them from being carr ied spay horizontally,  

treme cases a l l  the smoke from London chimneya i e  kept  within 300 f e e t  of the r;romd, 

The ideal conditions f o r  their occurrence are t% 

In eX- 

SO that from the heights of J3mpstead one can look down upon i t s  upper surface. 

Last winter an airplane p i l o t  describod the p a l l  over London a t  midday a6 resembling 

a huge black mushroom completely shrouding the ci ty .  

creasing the consumption of  coal. 
on the ve r t i ca l  distBibution of temperature, under which a smoky fog forms a canopy 
a t  a height of a few hundred f e e t  o r  mora above the ground, while the lower a i r  re- 
mains clear.  This s t a t e  of  affairs is  described as "high fog,!' and i e  well-known 
i n  London, where such a fog may plunge the c i t y  in to  darkness during the byt ime,  
though the horizontal v i s i b i l i t y  of  l i g h t s  and' l lghted objects i s  hardly impaired, 

Low temperature a l s o  favors the occurrence of  these smoke-fo,.;.s by in- 
!here a r e  certatn conditigns, dependent chief ly  
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