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FLOODS Dug TO G U C I A R S  

By Charles Gitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

The great  flood that recent ly  caused some f i v e  m i l l i o n  do l l a r s '  worth of 

damage and took more than a score of human l ives  along the Mendoza River, in  western 

Argentina, i s  said t o  have resul ted from the fact tha t  the Tupungato River, an 

a f f luent  Of the Mendom, w a s  darned f o r  several  hours by an enormous mass of ice  

that broke Off a glacier.  

other Par t s  of the world: especial ly  i n  the Alps and the Himlayas. 

a g lac ie r  gradually advances across a stream, impounding i t s  waters and formin:; a 

Disasters of t h i s  character have freauently occurred in 

I n  Some Case6 

temporary lake, which eventually bursts  i t s  w a l l  and discharges the water, 

other cases, as i n  that just  mentioned, the darning i s  due t o  the f a l l  of ice  flwn 

ea glacier ,  

I n  

Some of  the most spectacular g l ac i e r  floods i n  the Alps have occurred i n  

the Val de Bagnes, through which flows the River  Drance; the most remarkable cases 

having been i n  1595, 1818 and 1898. 

more than a mill ion cubic f e e t  of water w a s  suddenly released, siphoning trenches 

have been constructed and other engineering measures have been W e n  t o  prevent 

dangerous accumulations of water i n  t h i s  Swiss valley. 

Since the last  of  these d i sa s t e r s ,  i n  which 
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