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COLDEST AFTdRNOONS -- I/A.RMEST NIGHTS 

By Charles Fitzhugh mlman 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Regular observations of several  weather elements taken a t  a cer ta in  

Place Once a day o r  of tener  f o r  a long period of years y i e ld  a body Of rec0rd.s 

that can be summed, averaged and otherwise analyzed i n  a n  almost endless var ie ty  

of WaYS. It would be conceivably possible to fill a good-sized l i b r a r y  with Cli- 

matic s t a t i s t i c s  deduced from the weather records of a s ingle  skit ion.  Of COuZ'Se 

t h i s  has never been done, but there ape many wses i n  which such s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a 

s ingle  l o c a l i t y  fill8 bnlky volume. 

An unusual kind of c l imat ic  information f o r  several places i n  Saxony 

1 s  given i n  a current  German journal of meteorology, 

s ta t ions  covering; mostly a period of 70 years, the w r i t e r  has tabulated the aVera@ 

lowest temperature regis tered a t  2 pImr on any day of  the year, and the lowest on 

record f o r  the whole period: a l s o  the average highest  minimum temperature r e g i s t e p  

Froni the records Of weather 

ed aurin: any n ight  of the year, and the highest on record. 

These f igures  show, for  example, that at Dresden i n  an  average Year there 

1s a t  l e a s t  one b y  when the temperature a t  2 p.m. (around the time mhen the the* 

mometer u s u a l l y  reads h ighes t ) ,  i s  only 16 Fahrenheit, and tha t  once during the 

70 Years i t  was 5 below zero a t  t h a t  hour. 

One night a t  the same place when the temperature does not  go below 67, and there 5s 

Againo i n  the average Year, there is 

one 

0 ther place s, 

On record when i t s  lowest point during the night was 72. 
Corresponding records are given f o r  Leipzig, Chernnitz and B. number of 
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