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HEliLVY RAINS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

I n  view of the recent disastrous flood i n  southern California,  result i l lg 

from a 24-hour r a i n f a l l  of about 7 Inches a t  Loa Angeles and doubtless considerably 

more in  surrounding mountain l o c a l i t i e e ,  i t  is in te res t ing  to  f ind i n  the current 

(October) issue of the Monthly \Yeather Review a tabulation of the heaviest  falls  

of r a in  i n  24 hours hi ther to  recorded i n  the United States.  Here is the l is t :  

New Smyrna, F l a . ,  Oct. 9-10, 1924 
Wylor, Tex. , Sept. 9-10) 1921 23.11 If 

23.22 inches 

A l t a p S s ,  N.C., Ju ly  15-16) 1916 22.22 " 

Elba, A l a . ,  March 14-15, 1929 20 00 I' 

Alexandria, Let. , June 15-16, 1886, 21.40 I' 

St.  Georg- 9 Gtt. , A u ~ .  28-29, 1911 18.00 1' 

S9uirrel  Inn, Calif ,  , Jan 17, 1916 , 16.81 'I  

me Taylor, Terns, downyour IB mentioned in several  recent 1xrox'ks on 

meteorology, bu t  the heavier one a t  &3w Smyrna, which now holds the blue ribbon for 

the United States ,  though i t  happened nearly a decade ago,failed to a t t r a c t  the 

general a t ten t ion  of meteorologists, Unlike most extremely heavy rains i n  the 

southeastern s t a t e s  i t  was not the r eau l t  of a t ropical  cyclone. 
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