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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The occurrence o f  a waterspout over a frozen lake i s  c e r t a i n l y  one 3f the 

Such & case was observed a t  the eas te rn  end of Lake d r i e ,  on the rarest of events. 

afternoon of  February 11, 1907, from the windows of the U.S. 7eather Bureau Qffice 

i n  Buffalo. One of severalpersons who saw i t  w a s  David Cuthbertson, then i n  charge 

of that of f ice ,  and he published a n  account of i t  i n  the Monthly \leather Rmiet7;r. 

Near the mouth of the Niagara River there was a s t r e t c h  of open water, due 

to the r a p i d  current ,  and here a columnar cloud was seen to form about 2:40 '7.m* 

The descr ipt ion says: 

"The column i n  i t s  ear ly  s tages  seemed to  waver mith the force of the 

wind f o r  a few minutes, having the appearance of grea t  waves of steam or  fa?;, W i t h  a 

r o l l i n g  motion against  the wind. Suddenly, about 2:45, the cloud straightened W, 

the top havin,, an  a l t i t u d e  of about 100 f e e t ,  and s t a r t e d  southwestward across  the 

ice  f i e l d s  t w a r d  the south shore. I t  had. a l l  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a well-defined 

tornado funnel, o r  waterspout, appearing to  be froni 30 t o  50 f e e t  i n  diameter a t  the 

base, and s9read out  t o  about 100 fee t  a t  the top. I t  retained i t s  funnel shape as 

it advanced over the ice, l i ck ing  up the snow as i t  went, u n t i l  a b u t  a quarter Of a 

mile off the south shore, when i t  began to  waver and slowly vanish, breaking alvay a t  

the bottom first.  wind a t  the time was blowing 36 miles an  hour f r o m  the north- 

West, dr iving a current of air with a temperature of 2 degrees d i r e c t l y  acr3ss the 

open water, whose temperature mas about 34 degrees." 
( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 
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