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SUPPOSAL) CLIMATIC CHANGES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Me teorololSy. 

I t  i s  easy t o  jump t o  erroneous conclusions concerning changes of c l imate .  

One of the commonest ways of doing it i s  to  assume that such changes must have 

CCCurred i n  any reg ion  where a c e r t a i n  crop p l a n t  was once ex tens ive ly  Cu l t iva t ed  

b a t  has nom ceased t o  be. The l a t e  Prof. \yard t o l d  of two cases  that he encountered 

i n  a v i s i t  t o  B r a z i l  from which a c l i m a t i c  change might have been i n f m r e d  bY a 

c a r e l e s s  observer.  The c rops  i n  ques t ion  were coffee and cot ton.  Said Prof- s&irCl-: 

"The t r a v e l e r  between Rio de Jane i ro  and the c i t y  of Sa0 Paul0 W Y  today 
see f r o n  the t r a i n  miles and miles of abandoned coffee p l a n t a t i o n s  on the h i l l s ,  
with the fazendas of f i f t y  years  ago f a l l i n g  t o  r u i n s  i n  the midst  of the o ld  Plan- 
ta t ions .  Whoever 1 0 0 1 ~ ~  a t  these ba r ren  h i l l e i d e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  win te r  Then they 
are dm and d.usty, may e a s i l y  be tempted t o  conclude that a c h n @  of  Climate has 
mado coffee mov ing  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  impossible. Such is not  the c a ~ e .  
that coffee has been found to  succeed 80 much b e t t e r  f a r t h e r  south i n  the S t a t e  of 
Sa0 Paul0 that i t  no longer  pays t o  keep up most of theae o l d  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  the 
S ta t e  of iiio B.e Jane i ro .  

The f a c t  i s  

"In  the second. case ,  that of tho cot-& n,  the m i t e r  vas t o l d  that t h i s '  
s t a p l e  used t u  be 
during our c i v i l  mar. Today the three p? four  co t ton  f a c t o r i e s  i n  and near SOr- 
cabana f i n d  the l o c a l  product ion of co t ton  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the i r  own use, and 
import the raw material from the  no r th ,  c h i e f l y  from Pernambuco. No c h a n s  of 
climate has taken p laco  here. 
1865 has e l imina ted  the American mrket. 
more cheagly i n  the no r th  of B r a z i l ;  and coffee has been found. t o  y i e l d  larger re- 
t u rns  than co t ton  i n  the S ta t e  of sa0 P a d o .  These th ree  reasons are more than Suf- 
f i c i e n t  t o  account f o r  the  abandonment of most of the c o t t a n  f i e l d s  a long  the l i n e  
of the Sorocabana Railway.11 

success fu l ly  grown a long  the l i n e  of the Sorocabana. R a i l m a Y  

The c u l t i v a t i o n  of c o t t o n  i n  the United S t a t e s  s ince  
Cotton succeeds b e t t e r  and is  ?rod.uced 
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