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By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Laplarck, one of the g r e a t e s t  of French n a t u r a l i s t s ,  wae much interested 

i n  meteorolow, and h i s  undertakings i n  t ha t  f i e l d  of science led t o  a h ~ m i l l 3 t i n g  

experience* He vas, mfor tuna te ly ,  a f e r v i d  d isc ip le  of Prof. Toaldo, of Padua, 

Who taught that  t e r r e s t r i a l  weather i e  controlled by the movements and posit ions 

of the moon; a doctrine whiah, if it were sound, would make the long-range 

Predict ion of Feather beaut if u l l y  simple. 

Lamarck publiehed a ser iee  of meteorological yearbooks f o r  the yearcs 1800 

t o  1811, inclusive,  and i n  each of these he announced t h e  weather probabi l i t i es  f o r  

the Year. 

ec ien t i f ia  contemporaries. 

He thus became th8 target  of much severe c r i t i c i sm on the part of a i 8  

One day at a meeting c$ the I n s t i t u t e ,  of wnich he mas 

the Emperor Napoleon was present. The em-peror aporoached t o  sgeak  t o  

him, and Lamarck offered him a book. 

IIWhati s t h i s?"  exclaimed Napoleon. I1Itt 8 your absurd meteorology - the 

book in m i &  you aompete with idathieu Laensberg" (a famous seventeenth century 

alWac-rnaker). 

and I w i l l  receive your mo&s with pleasure. 

"This yearbook dishonors your old age. S t i c k  bo natural his to iy ,  

I take thisr book merely out of con- 

s iderat  ion f 0 r your grw hairs. 11 

The emperor seized the volume and tossed it to an aide-de-crnp. mai-ck 

tr ied to  explain that  the volume was not one of h i s  meteorological yearbooks, but a 

Work on natural  h i s t o i p ,  and burs t  i n t o  teare. 
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