
A Science Service Feature  I 
I - -- -- I Released upon r e c e i p t  

NOETH A T M T I C  WINDS 

By Charles  Fi tzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Butho r i t y  on He teo ro logy 

The miZdle l a , t i t udes  of the  North Atlant ic  l i e  in  t h e  region k n o w  t o  

weathermen as the  Ifprevai l ing ves te r1 ies . f l  There is a general d r i f t  of tne atinos- 

i n  t h i s  region from soutmrest  t o  no r theas t ,  b u t  t h e  ovemnelming prepon2ei%ze 

S p i r a l l y  mound t h e i r  cen te r s .  Prof. B. De C. inard w o t e  o f  t he  so-called 

t lwester l ies l t  on tnis ocean: 

“They a r e  o f t e n  in t e r rup ted  by cyclones,  vhich cauae changes of mind 

d i r e c t i o n  to  southeas t  o r  south  with f o u l  weather and r a in ,  folloclted by a sAiift t o  

the  south.-rest and Teat or nor thves t  with clewring weather and higher wind v e l o c i t i e s .  

The winds, vkile gene ra l ly  s t rong ,  a r e  v a r i a b l e  both  i n  d i r e c t i o n  and velocitj. .  

During the colder months the  s torms increase i n  nunber and are more v io l en t ;  t h e  

s h i f t s  of mind a r e  more f r equen t ;  the  Deriode, of r a iny  and cloudy v e a t h e r  come 

o f t e n e r  and the winds have h ighe r  v e l o c i t i e s .  Because the ‘Atlant ic  Feri-yf runs ’. 5 
through the  l a t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  stormy wes te r l i e s ,  t h s  passage is apt t o  take a s t e w  
e r  through ale o r  more s t o r m ,  e spec ia l ly  in  ti10 c o l d e r  months. 
changes i n  ineather and in  pressure  on tne eastrrard voyage than on the we8twai-d~ 
This  is because t h e  storms themselves ;dove eastqi?ald, md t i e  s teamer t r a v e l s  a long 
a i t h  tiem. 
i n  a given number of d a y s  is the re fo re  l i k e l y  to pass through more of such ais- 
turbances than when she t r a v e l s  wastward. fl 

Tnere are f e m r  

On t h e  westward voyage the  s h i p  xoves toynfard the approaching s t o r m  and 
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Wash ingt on, D. C . 21st  and Cons t i  t u t i o n  Ave. 




