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"T A" 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on M?teomlogye 

The Russian geo log i s t  Sergei  Obruchev, 'known t o  weathermen as the  d i s -  

coverer  of a new llcold pole11 i n  S i b e r i a ,  describes i.1 a recent  a r t i c l e  c e r t a i n  ice 

formations encountered i n  that p a r t  of tine world. They bear the  Y a k u t  na.128 of 

"Tayn  a re  a p e c u l i a r  feature of north S ibe r i a .  They are formed i n  

winter ,  !vhei? t h e  r i v e r s  a r e  frozen through to  t h e  bottom and water which cannot 

inake i t s  vay under t h e  ice i s s u e s  thmugn t n e  g rave l  of t h e  river-banks t o  the 

surface of t he  i ce ,  where i t  spread6 ou t  i n  a t h i n  l a y e r  an$. f r e e z e s .  Considerable 

a reas ,  many t ens  of square k i lome tem,  a r e  thus f rozen  over  and the  v a l l e y  covered 

mer. 

"In summer t a ryn  present :  exce&;Sent mays f o r  caravans,  s ince  they a r e  

e a s i e r  t o  t i a ,ve l  upon than grave l ,  but in + i n t e r  t h e  taryn are g r e a t  obs t ac l e s ;  

they a r e  e i t h e r  congealed and consequently v e r y  s l i p p e r y ,  o r  e lse  covered d t n  water 

in to  which t h e  dee r  f e a r  t o  e n t e r .  Not in f requent ly  it haooens t h a t  s eve ra l  l q r e r s  

of t a rn  aye no t  wholly f rozen  up; sledges sink i n t o  i t  and the  deer perish.11 
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