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Within the  pas t  few weeks many l i v e s  have been l o s t  i n  avalanche d i s n s t e r s  

i n  the  &ennines and elsewhere i n  t h e  Old Vorld, notwithstanding t h e  scores  of 

mi l l i ons  of d o l l a r s  t h a t  have been spent  i n  bu i ld ing  p r o t e c t i v e  b a r r i e r s ,  snowsheds 

Would hard ly  ha.ppen o f t e n e r  than  once iq a century.  He SWS of such a s l i d e :  

"It may be  produced by a record-brealring m o p  o r  by snoTdr i f t s  formed i n  

net? p laces  by Finds fmin an unusual q w r t e r ;  but coiinonly the mass is of mater ia l  

Slowly accumulated. This may con ta in  the remnant s'tlbms and t h e  rvreckage s p o i l s  of 

a hundred yea r s  o r  more. Ten thousand s n o w  have added t o  i t s  s lowly grosin2; p i l e ;  

tonslof  ro&-d.ust have been swept i n t o  it by the  winds: g rave l  has  been depos i ted  

i n  i t  by water; and g rav i ty  has  conducted t o  i t  t h e  crumbling ro&s f m m  above. 

A t  last, l a r g e l y  ice ,  it breaks  avay. 

"In the spr ing  of 1901 one of  these s l i d e s  broke loose and came down the  

s lope  of Grayls peak. The mass shot down a s t e e p  s lope,  S t r u d c  t h e  woods and swept 

t o  the  bottom about 4,000 f e e t  below, mowing down every tree i n  a p a t h w a ~ r  about 

300 f o e t  vide.  Abound a hundred thousand t r e e s  were p i l e d  in wild ,  broken vreclc- 

age in  t h e  gorge below.11 
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Vasn ing ton, D, C . 21st  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 


