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LONDON FOGS TODAY 
_I_- - - 

By Charles Yitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on ,Vieteorology 

The Present  win ter  has given proof of t h e  f a c t  that London fogs can s t i l l  

be 8s dense and murky as they  were a genera t ion  o r  more ago, The g r e a t  fog of 3few 

Year ' s  D q f ,  i n  which houses Were i n v i s i b l e  ac ross  an ordinary  s t r e e t ,  w a s  much l ike  

t h e  old-fashioned flLondon p a r t i c u l a r .  It The main d i f f e rence ,  according to a de- 

scr ipt ion i n  t h e  h$eteorological  Magazine, was that i t  was not  yellow in  colol- and 

did. no t  conta in  so much of t he  choking su l furous  uroducts of burning coa l  

t h a t  charac te r ized  t h e  t y p i c a l  f o g  of former yea r s .  

t h e  ground and i n  Kingsway t h e r e  was l i t t l e  fog above a he igh t  of 45 f e e t .  

It mas densest  and da rhs t  nea r  

This  f o g  was, however, except iona l .  In raost cas28 of recent  years ,  sap3 

the a r t i c l e  mentioned, *en fog was dense nea r  t he  ground i n  the  suburbs, c e n t r a l  

London has  hait a "high fog," p r e v a i l i n g  at a h e i g h t  of a thousand f e e t  ox" so, r i t h  

c l e a r  air  below it .  This, we are t o l d ,  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  mainly to t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  

high temperature of the  a i r  i n  c e n t r a l  London, due l a r g e l y ,  it i s  supposed, t o  t h e  

Prevalence o f  c e n t r a l  hea t ing  In the numerous l a r g e  bu i ld ings  r ecen t ly  e rec t ed ;  

coupled mith t h e  c l eane r  s t r e e t s  and tJ1e g r e a t e r  a r e a s  now covered w i t h  waterproofed 

surfaces. In o t h e r  words, the narmth and dryness of the lower a i r  tend to  check 

fog f o rmat ion. 
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Vash ing ton, D C . 21st  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 


