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By Charles  Fitzhugh Tal-, 
Authority on hie teoro logy. 

The recent  e x i t  of the  & i t e  as an adjunct  of weather  observing i s  explain-  

ed in  t h e  last annual repor t  of the U.S. Weather Bureau. The rout ine  use of t h i s  

''As t he  value of t h e  d a t a  thus secured became more and more aTparent,  t he  
Work Was extended and f o r  some years Bureau had six s t a t i o n s  i n  opera t ion .  Tnis  
method, altliough i t  yielded results of genuine importance, neve r the l e s s  had decided 

s ince  it  was dependent on the  wind condi t ions .  That is to say, k i t e  f l i g h t s  
were not  Possible  if t h e  wind was very l i g h t  o r  v e r y  s t rong ,  While using t h e  k i t e s ,  
therefore ,  t h e  Weather Bureau, i n  Common with meteorological  s e rv i ces  of o t h e r  
coun t r i e s  , pas cons tan t ly  seeking som more s a t i s f a c t o r y  method. 

"The advent of the  a i r p l a n e  provided th i s  a n d  i n  ac '3i t ion mas a coape l l ing  
Cause f o r  t he  a,bandonment of k i t e  f l y i n g ,  owing to  t h e  hazards  t h a t  the  l a t t e r  of- 
f e red  to  aerial naviga t ion .  Accordingly, tnco years  ago the  l e a t h e r  Bureau changed 
from k i tes  to airplanes, although one of t h e  k i t e  s t a t i o n s  wag re ta ined  f o r  a ynhile 
in  o r d e r  to be c e r t a i n  t h a t ,  before t h a t  method was f h a l l y  given up, t h e  never  
method would prove a success.  
jus t  completed, and, accordingly,  the  last k i t e  e t a t i o n  has noT been discont inued 
and t h i s  phase of meteorological  observa t ion  and i nves t iga t ion  passes  in to  his tor : - .  

This  was amply demonstrated during t h e  two years  

"lPne record. of t he  last two years  T i t h  a i r o l a n e s  h a s  shorn t h a t  d a i l y  ob- 
s e rva t  ions,  almost without i n t e r m o t i o n ,  even during aeaeons of the  v o r s t  '-eather, 
can b e  made up t o  a height of 15,000 f e e t .  
value,  b o t h  i n  t h e  fo recas t ing  m k  of t h e  Bureau and a l s o  f o r  studies of t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t he  upper atmosphere. S tud ie s  of this type already made have pro- 
vided aids in  fo recas t ing ,  and i t  i o  c e r t a i n  t h a t  very much more of va lue  a long  t h i s  
l i n e  w i l l  he r e a l i z e d  by f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  of t h e  da ta ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  if a more com- 
p l e t e  ne two 1k of stat ions can be es t ab l i shed  . I t  

The data thus secured are of g r e a t  
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