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DXPRGSSION AFF3CTS THE AIR! 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Even the chemical comuosition of t he  atmosphere has  been a f f ec t ed  by the  

Depression. A t  Corne l l  College,  Mount Vernon, Iova, Jlemical ana lyses  of rain and 

SnOv have been made r egu la r ly  f o r  many years .  

Messrs. S.F. Williams and O.K. Beddom, adno have been making these &nalYSeS, sa id :  

B r i t i n g  i n  the  summer of 1932, 

“The prec i i3 i ta t ions  are co l l ec t ed  in  c lean  g r a n i t e  Pans, araY from t r e e s  

and bu i ld ings ,  and s to red  in  glass stoppered b o t t l e s .  

and, exclusive of t he  co l lege ,  h a s  a oopulat ion of about 1,700. 

a c i d  found, therefore ,  comes mainly from the  c o a l  used i n  p r i v a t e  h e a t i n g  ~ l a n t s .  

I t  i s  worthy of no te  t h i s  y e a r  t he re  has  been a lack of sulDhuric ac id .  

The t o m  h a s  no f a c t o r i e s  

The su lphur ic  

We have 

never found SO l i t t l e  su lphur ic  ac id  in  the r a i n s  as qe found the p a s t  w in te r -  

%is may b e  due t o  t h e  dearession.  The coa l  burned i n  h e a t i n g  p l a n t s  conta ins  

sulphur which i n  burning becomes su lahur i c  a c i d  i n  the  atmosphere. The poor  people 

burned wood nthich was furn ished  them, o r  cut i t  and obtained t h e i r  fue l  very  

cheaply.  

l i v i n g  in  the  country.  

One of t he  l o c a l  c o a l  d e a l e r s  claims he has  s o l d  no c o a l  t o  t h e  people 

Hence the  depression a f f e c t e d  the  atmosahere and conse- 

quent ly  the  p r e c i n i t a t i o n s .  
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