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Benjamin F rank l in  publ ished a number of j o c u l a r  veather  p red ic t ions  of one 

s o r t  o r  another  in h i s  Poor R icha rd ' s  Almanacs. The i s sue  of 1736 contained th ree  

of a "believe-it-or-not ' '  cha rac t e r ,  inc luding  t h e  f o l l o d n g :  

1. Before the  middle of t h i s  yea r  a mind m i l l  r ise,  during Yhich the 

waters of t he  s e a  and r i v e r s  w i l l  be in such manner raised tha t7grea t  p a r t  of the 

toms of Boston, N e q o r t ,  New Yo& and Ph i l ade lph ia  w i l l  be under v a t e r .  

2-  About the  middle of t he  y e a r  a great number of v e s s e l s  f u l l y  laden 

be taken out of t h e  p o r t s  a fo resa id  by a power with vhich we a r e  not  nom at 

and whose f o r c e s  s h a l l  not be  descr ied  or Been- 

almanac, and in  1737 h e  set  f o r t h  the fo l lon ing  explanat ions:  

1. The water  of t h e  sea and r i v e r s  i s  r a i s e d  i n  vapors by t h e  sun, is 

formed i n t o  clouds and thence descencjs as r a i n .  When the re  i s  r a i n  overhead the 

c i t i e s  and p laces  on the  e a r t h  are c e r t a i n l y  under water. 

2, The power inith vh i& v e  a r e  not at mar b u t  lrhich it vas said mould 

take many f u l l y  laden v e s s e l s  out of our  For t s  is the vind, whose f o r c e s  a l s o  are 

not  descr ied  coming o r  going. 

The t h i r d  prophecy, equally inceniouS, d i d  n o t  relate s o  d i r e c t l y  t o  

I t  announced an invasion by an army of musketeers (mosquitoes), inc luding  Weather. 

t he  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  s the  air in  t h i s  c l imate  m i l l  agree with them so  ill t h a t  toward 

win ter  they m i l l  d i e , n  

(all rights reserved  by Science Service,  Inc.) 
--------c- 

SCIENCE SEElVICg 

Wash ing  ton, Do C. 
21s t  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 


