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AN -- UNUSUAL AURQRA 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

Newspaper r e p o r t s  last autumn t o l d  of a remarkable luminous arch observed 

spanning the  sky on t h e  evening of September 13 by an Enel i sh  astronomer, John 

Evershed, who at t h e  time of t h e  observat ion vas at. Arisaig, on the  west coas t  Of 

Scotland. 

broad, and remained s t a t i o n a r y  du r ing  the 15 o r  20 minutes t h a t  i t  remained v i s i b l e  

before  be ing  hidden by clouds.  

The arch paseed throug;h t h e  zen i th ,  where it "as about  15 degrees  

Many subEtequent observa t ions  of the phenomenon have s i n c e  been reForted,  

and the re  is nom no doubt that i t  was a d i sp lay  of au ro ra  b o r e a l i s .  A comparison 

Of t h e s e  observa t ions ,  made i n  Scotland, &&and and Nomay, have enabled Xre 

Avershed t o  de t e rn ine  i t s  actual g o s i t i o n  i n  space. He f i n d s  that  it was about 112 

miles above the e a r t h  in Scotland and that  i n  longi tude  5 1/2 Vest it  wa8 v e r t i -  

ca l ly  above the 5'7th parallel of l a t i t u d e ,  From Morar, on the west coas t  of Scot- 

land i t  crossed Scotland. i n  a d i r e c t i o n  about 13 degrees  no r th  of e a e t ,  pass ing  

Over t h e  North Sea from Buchan Ness t o  Chris t iansand a t / s o u t h e n  end of Nomay, 

thence across  southern Sweden and over the Bal t ic  Sea. 

the 

I ts  apparent  width va r i ed  according t o  the angle  from which it mas Been 

i n  such a way as t o  i n d i c a t e  that i t  ma8 a t h i n  ribbon about 30 miles  wide b u t  no t  

more than 2 miles  thick. Such a band, viewed from very  d i s t a n t  po in t s ,  would 

anpear as a l i n e  of l igh t  l ike Saturn'  8 rings Been edgewise. 
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