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- HEAVY J~NGLISH SNOWS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology4 

A s u r p r i s i n g  f e a t u r e  of Eng l i sh  climate i s  the  occas iona l  occurrence of 

tremendous snowstorms i n  the southwestern count ies .  The well-known chapter  of 

"LOrDb Doone" beginning "It was a great win ter"  desc r ibes  condi t ions  such as have 

been observed i n  t h a t  reg ion  on seve ra l  occasions.  I n  some c a m s  the high winds 

and sao ther ing  clouds of Powdery snow a t t e n d i n g  these storms have earned f o r  them 

the name of l l b l i zza rds , t '  though they d i d  no t  occur ,  as do the typ ica l  b l i z z a r d s  Of 

iqorth America, i n  b i t t e r l y  co ld  weather. 

One of the most memorable of these so-cal led b l i z z a r d s  was that of March 

9-13, 1891, when several ra i lway trains i n  Devon and Cornwall were s t a l l e d  i n  the  

deep drifts. The nZUluff  express ,  which l e f t  Paddington S t a t i o n ,  'London, a t  3 P,m. 

On Moncfay the n i n t h ,  managed t o  get as fa r  a8 Brent on a southern spu r  of Dartmoor, 

between Zxeter and Plymouth, but was the re  iIsprisoned for four whole days, eventua l ly  

reaching Plymouth at 6:JO p.m. on Fr iday  the  t h i r t e e n t h .  On t h i s  t r a i n  and o t h e r s  

the Passengers su f fe red  seve re ly  f o r  lack of food. 

An account of t h i s  storm i s  given i n  the  Rev. S. Baring-Gould's I'Dartmoor 

Idyls,lt where a v i v i d  gicture 3.5 pa in ted  of the f e roc ious  a spec t  of the moor at the 

onse t  of the b l i z z a r d .  

(Al l  r i g h t s  reserved  by Science Serv ice ,  Inc.)  

SCIPlVCL SERVICE 

Washington,D.C, 
2 1 s t  and Cons t i t u t ion  Avf 


