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LONGRANGP W UTHF FORECASTS -- 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 

Authority on Meteorology. 

Considerably l e s s  than a century has passed since Arago, the famous 
1 

d i r e c t o r  o f  the Paris observatory, declared tha t  s c i e n t i f i c  men mho valued t h e i r  

rePutations would never attempt t o  pred ic t  the weather. N o t  many years a f te r  t h i s  

asser t ion  was made, dai ly  weather forecast ing became a r o u t h e  task Of Science- 

In  the e a r l y  years of the present century no s c i e n t i f i c  authori ty  was 

qui te  so dogmatic about t h e  e te rna l  impossibil i ty of making successful long-range 

weather forecas ts ,  but most a u t h o r i t i e s  were ra ther  pessimistic on the subject. A 

common saying i n  those days  was tha t  the thing mould not come t o  Pass except as 

the r e s u l t  of some revolutionary 6CientifiC discovery, o r ,  as one wr i te r  Put i t ,  

i t  would be the achievement of some s t i l l  unborn Kepler Qr Newton. 

Today the outlook 8eems ra ther  hopeful for the attainment of t h i s  great  

desideratum through the gradual improvement of methods already i n i t i a t e d  rather  

than through some sudden apocalypse. Several l i n e s  of attack upon the problem now 

occupy the a t t e n t i o n  of meteorologists, Without passing judgment Won t h e i r  rela- 

tive merits,  one may safely say that the favor i te  plan, a t  present,  is that of 

seeking def in i te  r e l a t i o n  between weather conditions Prevail ing a t  a c e r t a i n  time 

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  P a r t s  of the world and Chose of eubsequent seasons in other par t s .  

( A l l  r i g h t s  resented by Science Service, Inc.) 
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