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DUST-VihIHL DAJGLR S 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

A few wars  ago the  locomotive o f  a passenger t r a i n  i n  Kansas c o l l i d e d  

with a dust  whirlmind, which c a r r i e d  away the  b e l l ,  broke o. window and d id  o ther  

damage. The moral o f  tflis t a l e  a m e a r s  t o  be t h a t  aviators would be well-advised 

t o  s t e e r  c l e a r  of these  whi r l ing  colll~lllle, which a r e  commen ever  dry p l a i n s  and 

d e s e r t s  i n  h o t  weather ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when there  i s  l i t t l e  wind. 

I n  the Middle E a s t  they a r e  c a l l e d  "dus t  devi l s . "  Wing Commmder 

R?deric H i l l ,  i n  h is  book "The Baghdad A i r  Mail," w r i t e s  of them: 

"The dus t  i s  drawn upward by an ascending spiral o f  a i r ,  and b u i l d s  

i t s e l f  i n t o  a column o f  gray smoke r i s i n g  i n t o  the sky. Sometimes a number of 

t h s e  dust d e v i l s  can be seen toge the r ,  moving a long  l i k e  s i l e n t  spec ters .  

where i n  the world you can see t i n y  whirlwinds t h a t  whisk:r up the  dus t  with a 

sharp sigh, In  I r e l and  I be l i eve  they  c a l l  them Shee lm nh gig- 

you a r e  s tanding  near  your nerorJlane i n  the d e s e r t  and a l w g e  

Any- 

"If 

dust d e v i l  pasoes over  YOU, the  aeroplane rocks i n  t h e  swift vo r t ex  of  air. 

f l y i n g ,  u n l e s s  you want a rough passage 

When 

f o r  a minute o r  t w o ,  i t  i s  wel l  t o  g ive  

them a wide b i r t h .  But t h e i r  bark  i s  worse than  t h e i r  b i te . "  
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