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-- HEAVY HAIL 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

Tales of  remarkable ha i l s torms  are o f t en  supported by testimony of doubt- 

f u l  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  hence of s l i g h t  i n t e r e s t  to  science. 

serves  f u l l  credence, as it  is vouched f o r  by Prof.  l i .  $ h e r  dcblaw, well-known 

geogragher and g e o l o g i s t ,  who c o n t r i b u t e s  the fo l lowing  t o  the c u r r e n t  B u l l e t i n  of 

t he  American Meteorological 8ociety:  

The la tes t  a t  hand de- 

"In the  southern P a r t  of Ford County, I l l .  , las t  summer a r e s t r i c t e d  area 

about ha l f  a m i l e  wide and a mile and one-half long was s e r i o u s l y  damaged by hail 

s tones ,  a large propor t ion  of which were f i v e  inches and over i n  diameter.  

Were r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  i n  one dimension, being more l ike  d i s c s  than s tones ,  and more 

O r  less hollowed on one s ide .  

They 

They ve re  not  aggregates  of smaller s tones  b u t  

s i n g l e  s tones  formed from concent r ic  l a y e r s  of ice.  

IITpley were heavy enough t o  break inch  boards on the  roofings of sheds 

and o t h e r  bu i ld ings ;  to  k i l l  chickens,  o t h e r  fowls  and small Pigs ;  and t o  break 

every window pane on the  west and n o r t h  s i d e s  of the house6 and even dishes and 

crockery s tanding  on the t a b l e e  wi th in  the walls* My b r o t h e r  s t a t e d  that the  

k i t chen  which has two windows on the weet s i d e  was l i t e r a l l y  wrecked by these  b i g  

h a i l  s tones  which came i n  through the windows and bounced about t he  room.lf 
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