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By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

The most recent  rePorted f i n d s  of fulgurites, o r  l igh tn ing- tubes ,  mere 

those of H. St .  John 2h i lby  at  three  p l aces  i n  the ?:reat southern d e s e r t  of Arabia. 

Their  na tu re  mas no t  recognized by the exp lo re r ,  b u t  l v a ~  revealed when they w r e  

WXmhed by Dr .  T.J.  Spencer a t  the B r i t i s h  Isuseum, who descr ibes  them i n  a n  a$- 

Pendix t o  P h i l b y t s  last book, 

glaw and are produced i n  sand by the  h e a t  of a l i g h t n i n g  s t roke .  

Empty Quarter." h lgur i tes  c o n s i s t  of s i l i c a -  

l1The i n s i d e  of such tubeg,l' sa3rs D r .  Spencer,  llis almays smooth and 

g lazed ,  and t h e  ou t s ide  is rough, with adher ing  g r a i n s  of p a r t l y  fused  sand. 

Walls are usually very t h i n  and f r i a b l e  and specimens can b e  c o l l e c t e d  only 7.8 

The 

fragments. Though roughly c y l i n d r i c a l ,  the  tubes tapor  m a y  d.ovnmarr7s and. are 

sometimes branched. When f la t tened they o f t e n  have t n i n  €langes of fused material 

P ro jec t ing  from the s i d e s  of the tube; these  have been c a l l e d  'Tinged fulgarites. 

"The most complete specimen i n  the  mineral c o l l e c t i o n  of the B r i t i s h  

hluseum i s  8 p o r t i o n  th ree  f e e t  i n  Length of a tube 1 t o  1 1/2 inches i n  diameter,  

f r o m  Maldonado, Umgll&y; and the  longes t ,  b u t  made up of p ieced  fragments ,  is 

nea r ly  $6 f e e t  i n  l eng th ,  f r o m  near Dresden. A fulgdrite i n  the sand-dunes at 

Drigg, on the  c o a s t  of Cumberland, was t r aced  f o r  30 f e e t  without marking the end. 

Specimens are very  r a r e l y  found and are no t  common i n  collections.11 
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