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FIGHTING 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

There a r e  several  ways of mit igat ing the heavy expense t h a t  ice  storms 

impose every minter upon c e r t a i n  industr ies .  ~ h o  e l e c t r i c  ra i lnays use various 

cu t t ing  and scrasing devices attached to the cars  f o r  removing the icy  coating 

from overhead t r o l l e y  mires and th i rd  rails. A l e s s  comimn Pract ice  i s  t o  melt 

the ice from t h i r d  rails by the appl icat ion of calcium chloride fed  from a tank 

car.  Power l i n e s  a r e  f reed  of ice  by sending a "heating Current" thm%h them* 

I t  i s  only in  recent years,  however, tha t  the engineering industr ies  have taken 

UP i n  earnest  the problem of combating t h i s  perennial  ev i l .  

One enterPrise  i n  t h i s  connection undertaken a few years ago i n  the 

United S ta tes  by the N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c  Light Association in CooFeration with the 

vieather h r e a u  i s  that of gathering s t a t i s t i c s  of the frequency and amount of the 

ice  deposits in  different  p a r t s  of the country. A frame set UP outdoors  at each 

of several  \Teather Bureau s ta t ions  c a r r i e s  a s e r i e s  of mires of d i f fe ren t  diameters, 

and at the end of a storm the loca l  observer measures the thickness of i ce  desosited 

on each wire. 
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