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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

I n  recent decades there has been a grea t  deal of discussion among meteor- 

o logis t s  concerning the sup&)sed existence of weather cycles, deduced from the 

rec0rd.s of p a s t  neather and assumed t o  be pennanent i n  operation. The discovery 

Of d e f i n i t e  and invariable neather cycles would solve the problem of predict ing the 

meather not only of fu ture  meeke and months but of fu ture  years, and a v a s t  amount 

of e n e r a  has been devoted to seeking them. 

Ces8es have been applied i n  t h i s  quest, the remarkable resu l t  of which has been t o  

disclose evidence of a grea t  number of cycles of d i f fe ren t  lengths,  superimposed 

Various ingenious mathematical Pro- 

Won one another, through which weather appears t o  have run in  the p a s t ,  e i t h e r  

l o c a l l y  o r  throughout the w r l d -  

Weather cycles have been widely emgloyed i n  long-range forecast ing,  but 

f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  value f o r  that  purpose now seems to be on the vane* Some of them a r e  

Probably mathematical figments, others  are  probably r e a l ,  but the latter a r e ,  i n  the 

Opinion of many meteorologists, too indef in i te  and inconstant t o  be re l ied  upon i n  

forecasting. 
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