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The most promising method of long-range weather f o r e c a s t i n g  appears t o  be 

t h a t  founded upon the  d iscovery  of numerous more o r  less c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 

Phenomena occurr ing ,  with f a i r l y  long i n t e r v a l s  of time between them, i n  d i f f e r e n t  

Po r t ions  of the world. 

i n  England, on the  r e l a t i o n s  of rainfall i n  e a s t e r n  China to  antecedent  as wel l  as 

A memoir just yubl ished by the  Royal Meteorological Soc ie ty ,  

.contemporary meteorological  cond i t ions  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of the world i s  t y p i c a l  of a 

l a r g e  number of recent  pub l i ca t ions  along th i s  l i n e .  
been 

I n  Ind ia  o f f i c i a l  p r e d i c t i o n s  have/made eve r  s i n c e  1882 of t h e  genera l  

c h a r a c t e r  of t he  r a i n f a l l  during t h e  monsoon per iod  -- June t o  September -- on the 

b a s i s  of antecedent  cond i t ions  ou t s ide  of India .  I n  e a r l i e r  years  these p red ic t ions  

mere not  made by p r e c i s e  methods, but t hey  are now mathematical, being obtained by 

means of "co r re l a t ion  c o e f f i c i e n t s "  connect ing t h e  va r ious  d a t a  concerned. 

The Indian  monsoon f o r e c a s t e  only s t a t e ,  a8 a r u l e ,  whether i n  s p e c i f i e d  

d i v i s i o n s  of t he  country the  r a i n f a l l  of the  monsoon months i 6  expected to  be ex- 

c e s s i v e ,  d e f i c i e n t  o r  a p r o x i m a t e l y  normal, and between 1905 and 1932 only about  two 

out  of t h ree  of these  p red ic t ions  were v e r i f i e d .  Considerably b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  are 

claimed elsewhere. In  Southern R h o d e ~ i a ,  where p red ic t ions  have been made s ince  

1922, t he re  have been e i g h t  yea r s  i n  which a s u b s t a n t i a l  depar ture  from normal ra in-  

f a l l  was announced, and i n  seven of these  the c h a r a c t e r  of t he  Beaeon was c o r r e c t l y  

ind ica ted .  According t o  S i r  G i l b e r t  iialker, the leading  exponent of t h i s  school  of 

Weather ltforeshadowing,tl an e s p e c i a l l y  reliable f O m U l a  is now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p red ic t -  

ing  the cha rac t e r  of the SeasOnal r a i n f a l l  i n  the  no to r ious ly  drought -af f l ic ted  

state of Ceard, i n  norkheastern B r a z i l .  
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