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Author i t y  on Me t e o r o  1 ogy . 

S p l l s  of abnormal weather of a l o c a l  and temLJorary cha rac t e r  o f t en  I t x d  

t o  misleadiilg impressioiis concerning the  general  c h a r a c k r  o f  a seasonr  This f a c t  

i s  we l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  the h i s t o r y  of the  p a s t  winter  i n  the United S t a t e s  and 

Caimda, which i s  doubt less  thouglit of by m o s t  13ersons l i v i n g  i n  the  e a s t e r n  

Tor t ions  o f  those coun t r i e s  as a n  outs tandingly  cold oae. The records  show, how- 

ever ,  t h a t  the  win te r ,  as a whole, was Warmer than norrnal everywhere except i n  the 

no r theas t e rn  Uai ted S t a t e s  and e a s t e r n  Criinda, and even the re  the tem?eratures  

averaged only a l i t t l e  below ilormal. I n  the southern Uaited S t a t e s ,  they averaged 

some two t o  f i v e  degrees above iiormal and over nea r ly  a l l  of the western two-thirds 

of  the  United S t a t e s  aid a considera.ble p r t  of western Can;Eda the  averages ranged 

from three  t o  more than t e n  degraes above normal. 

In  e a r l y  Februzry,  when tho East was i n  the  p i p  o f  decidedly co ld  

weather , the  weather t o  the westwnrd was decidcdly warmer than the  iiormal and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o  i n  the  i iorthern Rocky ldountain S t a t e s  of the  Union. H.T. Gisboriie 

of the  U.S. Fores t  Service,  w r i t e s  me of s t r i l r i i ig  evideiice of tXs  f a c t  obtained 

when a inountaineerine ?rlrty nsceilded Sqm,vr Pcjlr;, Mont,, oil the a f te rnoon of 

February 0,. 

f e e t  above sea l e v e l ,  while even at t l e  to;:, of the 3,500-ft. mountain, the  'thormem- 

ehor rend t h i r t y  degrees ndmve ze ro .  

They found a shade tcm->erature as hizh as f i f t y  above zero at 3,300 
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