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-- WHEN THE AVALANCEHALTS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Ueteorolqgy, 

I n  an account of the  death-dealing avalanches t h a t  occurred last month i n  

I t a l y  and Corsica a French writer,  Louis P e l l e t i e r ,  mentions an i n t e r e s t i n g  and 

l i t t l e  known f ac t  about t h e  mechanism of s l i d i n g  snowfields mhen composed of 8amp 

snow. As t he  great masses h u r t l e  dom the  mountain s lopes ,  he says ,  they develop 

in te rna l  tu rbulen t  movements t h a t  produce innumerable snowballs ranging i n  diameter 

from an  inch  o r  so  t o  a couple of yards.  

A t  the  bottom of the  s lope  the movement i s  checked s o  suddenly t h a t  these  

snowballs become compressed i n t o  a mass of s o l i d  ice .  

t he  mountains by avalanches say t h a t  during t h e  descent they Fere a b l e  t o  move t h e i r  

limbs f r e e l y ,  as if i n  swimming, while  l y ing  on o r  i n  t he  snow. 

Men vho have been w e p t  clovn 

An i n s t a n t  before  

the  mass h a l t e d  a loud crunching no i se  vas hearc? and they then found themselves 

p a i n f u l l y  squeezed by the  snow, which, i n  changing t o  ice, imprisoned them so t h a t  

they were unable t o  s t i r  hand o r  f o o t .  This s ta te  of complete immobility l a s t e d  

U n t i l  t h e  hea t  of t h e i r  bodies  g radua l ly  melted t h e  i c e  about them. 
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