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WHAT IS GRAUPG? 

By Charles Fitahugh Talman, 
Aut ho r i t y on Me t eo r o 1 ogy . 

Besid.es snowflakes, three d i f fe ren t  kinds of icy p a r t i c l e s  f a l l  f rom 

the sky. 

has separate names f o r  them, 

All three a r e  commonly called h a i l  by the man i n  the s t r e e t ,  but science 

True h a i l ,  containing concentric layers of c l e a r  

and snowy ice,  fa l l s  i n  thunderstorms and mostly i n  summer. 

i c e ,  l i k e  frozen raindrops, f a l l i n g  i n  cold weather a r e  called s l e e t .  

kind of icy prec ip i ta t ion  i s  cal led ltgraupel." 

should be pronounced l i k e  uoull i n  llout.ll 

L i t t l e  lumps of Clear 

The third 

The vord is German and the "aut' 

Graupel takes the form of l i t t l e  p e l l e t s  o f  compact snow -- miniature 

snowballs -- ranging from the s i z e  of coarse shot to that of small peas. Meteorolo- 

gists formerly cal led i t  "soft hail," though i t  is  crumbly ra ther  than s o f t ,  

Graupel of ten f a l l s  mixed v i t h  ordinary snow. 
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