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- TRIPLE - BALL LIGHTNING 

By Charles Fitzhq-$i Talman, 
Au tho r i t y on i$e t eo ro j. o gy 

A d i sp lay  of b a l l  l i g h t n i n g  i n  t.hich t h r e e  b a l l s  were seen about t he  same 

time i s  repor ted  i n  a recent number of Nature. I t  occurred on the  af ternoon Of 

January 11, 1934, a t  the  home o f  Joseph Id. Wreath, Ballymoney, County Antrim, 

I re land.  

A first  b a l l  exploded a g a i n s t  t he  corner  of a metal-bound tea ches t  J u s t  

i n s i d e  the  r i d e  open door of a coacfiowe. A second exploded a minute o r  tnro l a t e r  

aga ins t  a ladder  lean ing  against the  same coach-house. A t h i r d  en tered  a g r o u d  

f l o o r  room of  t h e  dwelling-house, having eome d o n  the  chimney aga ins t  t h e  up- 

draught due t o  a f i r e  burning a t  the  time. The I t  exploded i n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e -  

b a l l s  ou t s ide  were seen by Mr. wreath and a f r i e n d ,  Tho desc r ibe  them as orange- 

r ed  and as being of about t h e  size and having the  v e l o c i t y  of a c r i c k e t  b a l l .  That 

indoors was seen by two l a d i e s .  A v i r e l e s s  a e r i a l  is a t t ached  t o  t h e  chimney stack 

by which t h e  t h i r d  b a l l  en te red  the dmelling-house. 
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