
I I 
I - A _Science Service Feature 

I but  intend.ed for use 
, April 2,  1934 ? WHY THE WEATHIXI ? Mailed March 26, 1934 I 

i Released upon r ece ip t  I 

I 
I 

A DUST-STORM EPIDEMIC - 
By Charles ITitzhugh Talman, 

Authority on Meteorology. 

During the pas t  two o r  th ree  years there  has been a remarkable increase 

i n  the prevalence of g rea t  dust-stoms i n  the United S ta t e s  and southern Canada. 

Probably no year i n  recent decades ha8 groduced so many of these cos t ly  and annoying 

Vi s i t a t ions  a9 d i d  1933, and meathermen wduld not be surprised if they were even more 

prevalent t h i s  year. 

For the  p r inc ipa l  cause of t h i s  dusty epidemic is, up to the present 

wr i t ing ,  s t i l l  with US. 

de f i c i en t  rainfall,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  marked Over the Great P la ins  region, much of which 

i s  normally semi-arid. 

Our continent has been passing through a long period of 

Dry soil and a Bearcity of p ro tec t ive  vegetation a r e  the 

necessary pre l iminar ies  of a dust-storm. 

drought has lowered the water-table -- the l eve l  of saturated soil. Water from the 

Over vas t  a reas  i n  the West p e r s i s t e n t  

occasional r a ins  seeps so deep in to  the ground that a thick l aye r  of surface soil 

remains dry, and only the deepest-rooted p l a n t s  survive. 
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