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---- A VAST DUST-STOBV 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on ideteorology. 

Meteorologis ts  a r e  s t i l l  c o l l e c t i n g  and d i g e s t i n g  r epor t s  of the  many re- 

markable dust-storms t h a t  made last year  one of the  d u s t i e s t  on record i n  the  

United S t a t e s  and southern Canada.. The most videspread dust-storm of the  yea r  Was 

the  one t h a t  swept across  t h e  cont inent  on November 12 a,nd 13. The source Of the  

enormous dust cloud i n  t h i s  m s e  i s  not  d e f i n i t e l y  knom,  b u t  over a n  immense a r e a  

extending from Montana t o  Lake Superior  and southward halfmay t o  t h e  Gulf the  a i r  

vas darkened wi th  the  dus t ,  f l y i n g  schedules mere canceled on many airways,  arti- 

f i c i a l  lights were widely used i n  the  daytime and i n  some p laces  _oeo,?le were t e r -  

r i f i e d  by midday darkness surpassing anything wi th in  the r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the olclest 

inhab i t an  t s . 
On the  t h i r t e e n t h  showers of 8.ust f e l l  over  the  eas t e rn  and sau theas te rn  

United S ta t e s .  A t  Buffalo the  dust  f e l l  p i t h  a d r i z z l e  of r a i n ,  covering au tos  

and b u i l d i n g s  rnith a gray grime. 

at t h e  Buffalo Xuseum of Science,  where about ten  p e r  cent .  of i t  vas found t o  

A mScroscogic examination of t he  dus t  va5 made 

cons i s t  of organic  ma t t e r ,  inc luding  spores ,  p l a n t  hairs,  diatoms, and fragments 

of p l a n t  and animal o r i g i n  t y p i c a l  o f  pond sediment. 
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