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A SUhTSZT SPECTACLE -- 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talmm 

Authority on ldeteorology. 

The s t r i k i n g  phenomenon o f  the "green f l a s h , "  o r  "green rV," Seen at Sun- 

set  o r  sunrise Then only a t iny  f r a c t i o n  of the  s o l a r  disk is  above a shrrtQW defined 

horizon an$. assumes a br ight  green color ,  has been observed under a great Variety of 

circumstances, A recent Case i n  which the horizon vas the edge of a fog bad: and 

l e t t e r  from the Duchess of Bedford, 3ublished i n  the Times (London) of November 27, 

1933 : 

"I '7as S i t t i n g  i n  my airplane on the ground a t  four  o ' c ~ o c k  last evening 

Then the sun s e t  i n  ra ther  thick fog. lqoting a promise of b e t t e r  thinrs  i n  a aatch 

of blue sky above our heads, I w g e s t e d  f ly ing  up again an6 seein,? R second sunset 

above the fog. We flew u2 t o  6,000 f e e t ,  ana. mere revarded by a -3anorama of glorious 

coloring. 

"Having reveled i n  the beauty of this dreamlanr: for several  minutes, r e  

mere granted, as a climax, a perfect  viev of the b r i l l i a n t  green ray. 

momentary, but l a s t e d  qui te  one t o  two seconds. 

I t  VRS not 

Both q r  p i l o t  and I sav the green 

ray most d i s t i n c t l y ,  when ve ourselves mere in  a c l e a r  atmosphere but the sun had s e t  

i n  a bank of fog  suf f ic ien t ly  thick entire13 t o  obscure the  r e a l  horizon.lI 

Preamablg the reason the f lash las ted  somewhat longer than usual i n  this 

case vas that the plane waB gaining a l t i t u d e  auring the observation. 
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